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Articles of Association
(Modified in accordance with article 19 of the articles of association during the Ordinary General Assembly on 08/04/2016)
Article 1 - Form:
An Association is hereby created between the parties to these articles that is governed by the Law of 1 July 1901 and the Decree of 16 August 1901, and it has the following name:

FRENCH SOCIETY OF VESTIBULAR PHYSIOTHERAPY
Article 2 - Objectives:
The objective of this multidisciplinary association is as follows: the organisation of a society bringing together physiotherapists, doctors and scientific and industrial researchers who are involved in the field of neurosensory balance disorders and dizziness. The goal of the said association is to combine skills, promote communication and the sharing of clinical experiences, and to contribute to the development of techniques.
The Association shall organise:
· an annual scientific meeting
· collective scientific efforts, and it will conduct clinical studies to advance the knowledge and expertise of its members;
· any other activities that will help achieve progress in these areas (publication of documents, articles, professional literature and so on)
Article 3 - Head Office:
The address of the head office is:         81 Boulevard Lazare Carnot 
                                               Résidence Cap Wilson 5eétage
                                                     31000 TOULOUSE
It can be relocated by simple decision of the Board of Directors, though the General Assembly will need to ratify said decision.
Article 4 - Courses of Action:
To achieve its objective, the courses of action are left to the judgement of the association's committee, which will be able to enter into any agreement of its choosing.
Article 5 - Composition:
The association is composed of physiotherapists, ENT doctors, physiatrists and other specialists, researchers and dedicated hardware. All full members pay a one-off fee and have the right to vote in the General Assembly.
Article 6 - Admission of Members:
Applicants seeking to become members of the Association must be presented by a sponsor who is already a member of the Association. They must then be approved by the assembly, which will make a decision on the applications and subsequently ratify them during each of its meetings.
Article 7 - Revocation of Membership:
Membership is revoked by the assembly if members fail to pay the one-off membership fees or if they fail to participate in meetings or the running of the society for 3 consecutive years. 
The member in question can appeal to this assembly by providing explanations.
Article 8 - Available Resources:
To meet its operating requirements, the Association has the membership fees at its disposal, which are defined in article 5 of these articles, and the total amount of these fees is set each year by the general assembly.
Article 9 - Other Resources:
To supplement its resources, the Association may:
a) Request subsidies from Europe, the State, the Regions, the Departments and the Communes;
b) Provide services that are the subject of contracts or agreements;
c) Receive manual donations according to the conditions set out in article 128 bis of the Penal Tax Code;
d) Receive any other sum of money stemming from its activities or services within the limits of the legal and regulatory provisions.
Article 10 - Ordinary General Assembly:
The Ordinary General Assembly of the Association comprises all members of the Association whatever their membership type.
It meets once a year and is convened by an e-mail 15 days before the date set at the request of the President and/or Secretary General of the Association. In order for decisions to be valid, the simple majority of full members must have voted for them. 
Applicant members may offer advice.
The President presides over the General Assembly, and is assisted by members of the Organising Committee. If absent, he/she is replaced by a member of the committee of his/her choosing.
The Treasurer keeps track of governance and submits the report for the approval of the Assembly: he/she is responsible for all the Association's account entries, collecting all the fees and keeping a file of the Association's members.
The Secretary General is responsible for the Association's administration: he/she sends out summons, which contain an agenda, to members at least 15 days in advance. He/she also monitors attendance and writes up the minutes for the meetings. If absent, he/she is replaced by another member of the board. 
During the General Assembly, only issues included in the agenda can be discussed.
Article 11 - Extraordinary General Assembly:
Outside of the Ordinary General Assembly, the President may, either at his/her own initiative, or upon the request of half the members of the Association, convene an Extraordinary General Assembly according to the formalities outlined in article 11 of these articles of association.
Assemblies are only legitimate if there is a quorum of 2/3 full members, and decisions reached by these Assemblies must be voted for by the majority of the 2/3 full members.
Only issues included in the agenda can be discussed.
In exceptional cases, meetings can be made open solely to full members.
Article 12 - Summons to Assemblies:
Summons sent by e-mail to members of the Association 15 days prior to the Assembly must outline the agenda.
Article 13 - Organising Committee:
The Association is administered amongst two general assemblies by the board, which consists of 10 members:
· a President,
· a Vice President,
· a Secretary General and deputy,
· a Treasurer and deputy,
· an Internet Administrator and deputy,
· a Head of External Relations and deputy.
The board is elected once for an extendable period of 3 years by the Committee via secret ballot.
The Organising Committee comprises the full members of the SFKV who attend the Annual Assembly and who have paid their membership fees. 
New members are presented by a sponsor who is a full member of the Association.
The board monitors the functioning of the Organisation in accordance with general guidelines defined by the General Assembly and the decisions of the Organising Committee. 
The President represents the Association in all civil acts.
If the President is absent, the board takes on responsibility temporarily for replacing the Association's members. Members are replaced permanently during the subsequent General Assembly.
The powers of elected members expire when the term of office of the replaced members expires.
Article 14 - Meetings of the Organising Committee:
The Organising Committee convenes at least once a year.
Decisions are taken based on a majority vote, and if there is a split, then it is the President who has the deciding vote.
Any member who fails to attend three consecutive meetings without a valid reason may be deemed to have resigned.
Article 15 - Assumption of Duties within the Association:
All duties within the Organising Committee and the board are assumed on an unpaid basis. 
However, expenses may be reimbursed according to rules set out by the General Assembly and upon the presentation of supporting documents.
Article 16 - Meeting Minutes:
Minutes of the meetings held by the General Assembly are kept and e-mailed to members of the Association. 
Article 17 - Company Rules and Regulations:
Company rules and regulations will be drawn up by the board and submitted for the approval of the General Assembly. It must not contain any provisions that contradict these articles of association, but it is designed to outline how to enact said articles.
Article 18 - Legal Obligations:
On behalf of the board, the president is responsible for making the declarations outlined in article 3 of the Decree of 16 August 1901 to the prefecture, which establish public administration regulations to implement the Law of 1 July 1901, especially with regards to:
a- Modifications to the articles
b- A change in the name of the association
c- The relocation of the head office
d- Changes to members of the board and the members of the board of directors
e- Change of purpose
f- Merging with another association
g- The dissolution of the association
The board may give express power of attorney to anyone of their choosing to carry out these formalities.
Article 19 - Modification of the articles of association and dissolution of the association:
The dissolution of the Association must be submitted to an Extraordinary General Assembly that is specially convened for this purposed as outlined in article 10.
The dissolution of the Association may only be declared if a quorum of two thirds of the General Assembly's members are either present or represented.
If this quorum is not reached, a second Extraordinary General Assembly is convened in the following 15 days. This assembly can then legitimately reach decisions by a majority of 2/3 members, whatever the quorum.
The Extraordinary General Assembly decides upon the distribution of assets in accordance with the provisions of article 9 of the Law of 1 July 1901 and article 15 of the Decree of 16 August 1901.
Modifications to the articles of association are proposed and discussed at the annual meeting. 
If the quorum of 2/3 full members is not reached, the full members discuss and vote by e-mail. 
If the dissolution of the association is declared by at least two thirds of the members present at the general assembly, one or several liquidators are appointed by the general assembly, and existing assets are distributed in accordance with article 9 of the Law of 1 July 1901 and the Decree of 16 August 1901.
In the event of the association's dissolution, material assets are distributed equally amongst the members for that year. Money is given to an equivalent statute organisation or to charity.
These articles of association were approved by the director of the board named in the official minutes of the creation of the association on 11 February 2013, and were modified and ratified unanimously in the Ordinary General Assembly of 8 April 2016.
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